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1.
The work of the Committee this year is mainly concerned with the monitoring of the LLB and PCLL programmes of the three universities, viz. The University of Hong Kong (“HKU”), City University of Hong Kong (“City U”) and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (“Chinese U”).  
2.
In relation to the LLB degree programme of HKU and City U, the Committee had considered the impact of the change of the degree programme from 3 years to 4 years.  On the whole the Committee considered that the new programmes of the 2 universities were satisfactory.

3.
The Committee had also considered the proposal of Chinese U on starting their PCLL programme in September 2007.  The Committee considered that such proposal was against public interest, particularly in view of the fact that there would be no LLB graduates from the local universities in 2007 because of the change of the LLB programme from 3 years to 4 years.  Furthermore, as there would inevitably be quite substantial changes in the PCLL programme for 2008 in view of the change of the LLB programmes, the Committee did not consider it a wise employment of resources for the Chinese U to start a PCLL programme in 2007 and only to find that the programme would have to be substantially revised in the next year.  Accordingly the Committee had recommended to the Bar Council to oppose such proposal from Chinese U and the recommendation was accepted by the Bar Council.  
4.
With the blessing from the Bar Council and the Bar Chairman, the Bar’s representatives in the Standing Committee on Legal Education and Training set up under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance, had taken a strong stance against Chinese U’s proposal to start their PCLL programme in 2007.  The Bar stance received support from other members in the Standing Committee.  In the end Chinese U agreed to defer the commencement of their PCLL programme to September 2008.
5.
The Bar’s representatives in the Academic Board of Chinese U had been working closely with the other members of the Board on the design of the PCLL programme of Chinese U, and were pleased to report that the preparation of the programme was progressing well.  

6.
In relation to City U, members of the Committee had gone through all the teaching materials of City U PCLL programme.  The work was very painstaking and in view of the fact that the materials were only available in April 2006 and the Committee felt that a decision would have to be made before the new academic year in September 2006, the work had to be done under great pressure of time.  The Committee had recommended to the Bar Council that PCLL graduates of the City U in 2006 would not be required to take any special courses in the ALE programme before they would be permitted to full practice.  However, the Committee recommended that the City U should be asked to make certain amendments to their PCLL teaching programmes in the academic year 2006 to 2007 failing which the Bar Council should make it clear that the PCLL graduates in 2007 may be required to take some special ALE programmes during their year of pupilage.  The Bar Council accepted the recommendations.  City U had been informed of the requirements of the Bar.  
7.
Also in relation to the admission criteria for the new PCLL programme commencing in 2008, members of the Committee had participated in the Sub-Committee on Pre-requisite for Entry to PCLL set up under the Standing Committee on Legal Education and Training.  This Sub-Committee had a very busy schedule in working out the common criteria for admission to the PCLL programme of all three universities.  As many law graduates from oversea universities would not have studied all the core subjects required for admission to the PCLL and that some of the subjects required special knowledge of the local laws, it had been proposed and decided by the Standing Committee on Legal Education & Training that there should be a common examination (called “Hong Kong Conversion Examination for PCLL Admission”) held to assess the knowledge of the PCLL applicants on subjects which were not covered in their law degrees.  Members of the Committee had also participated in the Board organizing this examination.  It is anticipated that the first of such conversion examination will take place in 2007.
8.
 As part of the work of monitoring the PCLL courses, the Committee had met with the external examiners of the various PCLL subjects with a view of trying to find out the standard of the students.  On the whole the Committee was satisfied that even though the City U and HKU had different examination papers for their PCLL programmes, the standard of the examination papers were comparable.  
9.
The Committee had also considered a number of applications for reduction of requirements of ALE points and had reported the recommendations to the Bar Council for decision.  
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